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National Patient
Advocate Foundation

The Patient’s Voice | since 1996

co ESSION IDATES SURYEY ON HEALTH CARE

“Today, over 47 million Ameticans aro uninsured and 25 million are underinsured, To many Americuns
having health insurance doesn’t necessary mean their medical needs will be covered, and for those without
hewlth insurance, aCCess 10 healtheare servicea is ofich unattainable, NPAF supporm a.pational, bi-parisan
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e Disagree

Comments! 6_‘_!.:_ ___A_‘B_%L‘L

1lealth insirance requirements vary by state, creating @ patehwark health care system, Some srgue fora
streamlined national guideline for what must be in¢luded in 2 hwcalth insurance plan: others say that on)y the
states should reguiate what {s in & health plan; and others argue that there should he o minimum
requirements for what i covered in a health plan,

./ Favor & national minimam benefit guideting for health insurance
—_ Yavor state benefit guidelines fur health insurance
____ Domnotfavor minimum benefut guidelines

Comments.

Approximately 160 miliion Americans obtain their healih insurance through their employers and employees
are not taxed for this benefit. A number of health care refarm proposala would limit o eliminate the
cmployer-based health system, apd change the (aX wreatment of health care, Which of the following pensta)
health care reform proposals do you support?

- & Mainuain & stremgthen the current employer-based system for heaith care

, b. Maintain employees' current tax enclusion of health benefits

_ Q _¢. Phase-out the employer-based health aystem

..., Phase-out the current worker exclusion from laxablg income of health benefits
#, Other
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In our caryent sysiem, fhost health plans are regwlaned at the
Some argue this repulatory

by individual wtates.
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faderal level, with amaller percontage regulated

framework complicates our patchwork hoalth cate system. In

your opinios, the regulation of health insurance should primarily be the responsibility oft

[ 8 Federal government
b, Stae and local govertment
c. Both federal and state
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8 Maintaining our cutreit gystent
r¢sponsive to individual need and

e

¢. Allowing gveryone [0

" ¢, Helping high cost patients
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O, ¢ Other e
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health insurance programs. Do you favor
roplacing them with
health coverage on their own?

.. Favor
2. Oppose

Comments:

2050 i current trends contintie, As patents,

e

Numeraus health care reform plans have been proposed by clected officials,
Which, if any, of the following proposals do you support?

where most heulth cave is
personal responsibility
b. Creating a single-payer heatth caro system primarily fun by the Government
A participate in a system of private insurance (modeled on the Federal
Employce Tiealth Renefits Progrant)
4. Requiring insurerd 10 covet people without regard o

Several health care reform proposals incfude altering
phasing-out
a system of guarantevd private itsurance.

governments

bt eaaes Syt S

orgsnizations and jndividuals.

managed in the private gector, is

pre-exisvng condjtions

by establishing Catastrophic Health Insurancs program

Ser—Adleae T
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or eliminating the existing Medicaid and sate children’s
Medicaid and state children’s health programs and
with subsidies for those unable to MAINAIo

Government's health care spending could exered one-third of gross domestic proguct (GDF) in the U8, by
payers tnd providers face escalating costs, it is eleas that heaith

care roform must address the cyitical isauc of cost. Which of the following would you support 1o help control

health care costs?

v/ a. Widespread

use of evidence based medicine

", b Prescription drug reimportation
. Consuxper»drivwn health plansg (AsAshigh deductible plans) to increase competition
d. Health information technology including capreseribing

v e Use of generic

drugs and biologics

VR Empowering federal of stale BovEIMMENt 10 ncgotiste the Gosts of drugs

I Other e
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8. An ingrepsing numbey of Americans find themscives in ipedical deb erisis due 10 mounting premiums, ¢o-
pays. deductibiey and annua} and \ifetime caps o0 coverspe; and rosearch suggests that herween 2450 pereent
ol bankruptcies aro related 1 medical debt, To help those with severe medical debt, which would your
favor?

o. Limiving credit card ingrost rates for medical expenses/debt
b, Protecting \hase with termina} illngsses from predatoty collection practices

- ;._. c. Limiting what hogpitals can charge whinsured patients
_ _Z‘_: 4. Reforming our bankruptey laws
¢. Othet —
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9. Cancer is one of the most expensive diseases with ireatments ofien exceeding ag much 85 $100,000 a yesr.
Canoer patients wre increasingly overburdened with cost-sharing requirgments that place them in serious
financia) debt. Would you support capping out-of-pocket spending for cancer paticnty 8t & pm«ie%a’rmmw

level (example: 15% of anfual income)?
— Y See Atladed

10, By 2006, approximau:\y 2.5 million seniors had enxalled in the new prescription drug benefit under
Medicare. Hawever, the plan includes a gap in coverdge often referred to as {he "“donut hole.” Most 3enioTs

recuive no coverage for their prescription drugs onee they reach the “donut holc™ and struggle to pay high
prescription drug custs. Do you support any of the following reforms to help fix the “donut hole™?

. ». Enacting 8 amall federal tax inerease
2 b, Driving down Medicare costs through the expanded ust of generic drugs
R Charging higher income sexiors more Tor Part D coverage
N J_: d. Alowing Medicare negotiate the price of drugs
2 Retnoving the current cap on Social Sesurity payroll taxes
f, Other '
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2008 NATIONAL PATIENT ADVOCATE FOUNDATION
EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS FOR CONGRESSMAN JIM LANGEVIN

Comprehensive health care reform remains one of my top priorities. In February 2008, I
introduced the American Health Benefits Program (AHBP) Act. This bipartisan, universal
health care proposal seeks to guarantee every American the same quality, affordable health
coverage that is afforded to members of Congress.

Instituting meaningful health care reform will require a shift in how we view employer
provided coverage, While it is critical that businesses maintain a role, we must change our
perspeetive of health insurance as a privilege or benefit tied to employment. Instead, we
mmust look at it as a right and responsibility to be shared by the community. Individuals,
employers, healthcare providers and the government all have key roles to play in reaching a
truly inclusive and efficient healthcare model.

My proposal is modeled after the Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP). Tt
leverages the power of the Federal government to ncgotiate with private insurance carriers
and offer enrollees a wide range of health insurance options. No one will be denied coverage
or discriminated against based on their bealth status or pre-existing condition. Insurance
plans will compete for enrollees based on quality, efficiency, service and price.

Public programs like Medicaid and veterans scrvices, which are tailored to meet the needs of

specific populations, can be effectively streamlined and incorporated into a new model of
comprehensive health care delivery.

While I would require further details on these proposals, [ strongly support pursuing financial
remedies for patients that face severe medical debt. However, medical debt is not the only
catastrophic cost that results in bankruptcy. T support broad reforms to promote consurner
protections against all predatory Jending and collection practices.

Although cancer remains one of the most expensive diseases to treat, we cannot ignore the
plethora of other diseases, illnesses and conditions that take a competing and persistent

financial toll on Amecticans, Itis my goal to reduce the financial burden of health care costs
to all people, regardless of the ailment,



