
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 4, 2009  
 
The Honorable Byron Dorgan 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Dorgan, 
 
On behalf of the National Patient Advocate Foundation, I want to express our appreciation for 
your support for S. 982, the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act.  We hope the 
Senate will swiftly enact this legislation, and the Congress will send it to the President for 
signature. 
 
We also appreciate your goal of providing the federal government with the ability to put in place a 
system of strict safeguards to guarantee the quality, safety and authenticity of any imported 
pharmaceutical products.  We believe, however, that attaching to S. 982 an amendment regarding 
the importation of foreign pharmaceutical products, no matter how worthy the goal, threatens to 
derail passage of this life-saving legislation.  In addition, we strongly believe drug importation 
legislation needs to be very carefully considered and reviewed by committees in Congress in order 
to assure that patients only receive products of the highest quality and safety.  Lowering drug 
prices for Americans well serves patients; any compromise in quality or safety resulting from haste 
would not. 
 
For these reasons, we urge you not to offer your amendment regarding drug importation to S. 982 
and to oppose all amendments that might threaten or delay passage of S. 982. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Nancy Davenport-Ennis 
President and CEO  
National Patient Advocate Foundation 
  
  
 


